
 
ШƓŊЮШΝ 

 

[fÉcEÅòШ EìÉ 
ΞΜΞΡаШ ШòĲċƖШƣŸШÅĲůĲůĤĲƖ 



 
ШƓŊЮШΞ 

Itôs very difficult to sum up the 2025 season 

here at Delphi.  

Crazy weather events, slow salmon season and 

encouraging sea trout. Our weather events were 

throughout the Winter months and the one that 

affected us most was a rainfall event on the 23rd of 

November. 

We had a good fall of snow on the 21st and 22nd and then we had 

81.2mms (3.19ò) on the morning of the 23rd. This combined with 

snowmelt caused severe destruction locally. All of Doolough was dirty for 

about 10 days. This is something I had never seen before. You would 

often get parts of it that were dirty but not all. Luckily, we were on site at 

the time and miraculously we didnôt lose any fish. The cleanup was 



 
ШƓŊЮШΟ 

immense and took a 

couple of weeks. 

Evidence of landslides 

can still be seen in 

various places 

throughout the valley. 

 

After Christmas we had Storm Darragh and Eowyn. Delphi itself was 

relatively unscathed, compared to other places, just, a couple of trees 

down and no power for three days, so we were running on generator. 

Personally, I have seen far worse here, the two that come to mind were 

26th December 1998 and 30th December 2009. Having said that, Eowyn 

did lift an empty tank which 

caused a pipe to burst but 

luckily, we were on site, 

allowing me to move the fish 

in the adjoining tank, so 

once again, disaster was 

averted.  

There were also drought 

conditions in May, when our 

water temperature went over 20. We fared a lot better in this regard than 

others, with water temperature only going over 20 on one other occasion 

in August.  

Many fisheries around the country were closed 4 times due to high 

temperatures. Lower than average catches here, were generally reflected 

throughout the country, with a few exceptions, that saw a slight increase.  
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After an off season that 

challenged us in many ways; 

before we knew it, February 1st 

had come around and we were 

fishing again. Conditions 

throughout February were good 

with rainfall amounting to 

336mms, (13.22ò), in other 

words we had plenty of water 

and despite all this we only had 

2 fish. Ken Wickham had the 

first on a Black Nymph from the 

Waterfall, weighing approx. 

7.5lbs. Philip McGarrity had the 

second on the 26th from the 

Stream on Finlough of approx. 10lbs on a Collie Dog.  

There were 7 fish landed in March. Rainfall amounted to 141.5mms, 

(5.57ò), which meant water levels were medium to low throughout the 

month, but more than enough for fish to run. First fish of the month was 

taken by Max Groener, of 8lbs, 10 years to the day since his last in 

Delphi, in the same pool, the Waterfall and on the same fly, a Willie Gunn. 

Alexander Mills followed this up on the 11th with  

another from the Waterfall of approx. 5.5lbs on a Collie Dog and then on 

the 14th Karsten Kronberg had one of approx., 5lbs off the Turn on a 

Shrimp Fly. Simon Osterberg, one of the Dehlin group, had a fish of 

approx. 7.5lbs off Doolough on the 20th.  This was followed on the 23rd 

with George Lederle having a fish of almost 7lbs on a Collie Dog off 

Finlough.  
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Urs got his season going with one of approx. 6.5lbs from Finlough, on a 

Willie Gunn and Tomas Ryan finished off the month with a fish of approx. 

7lbs from the Rock Pool on a Wolverine. Rainfall for April was relatively 

low with 160.8mms, (6.33ò), with over 93% of this between the 17th and 

the end of the month. As a result, water levels had dropped off to 3 by 

the 17th so fishing was challenging with only 7 landed. Jim Carolan had 

the first of these on the 15th from the Turn Pool of 8.5lbs. This was closely 

followed on the 18th with another from the Turn Pool by Andrew Wilson, 

while Barry Farrell had one from the Stream on the 21st. Pierre Brette 

from France managed to land his first ever salmon on the 23rd, a fish of 

approx. 8lbs from the Meadow on a Willie Gunn. There were 3 more for 
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the month, all off Finlough, with Bill Bullick, Pat White and Urs all landing 

fish.  

On another note, (excuse the pun) the Cuckoo arrived on the 6th of April 

this year, which was about 2 weeks earlier than usual.  

 May turned out to be the driest month of the season with only 

105.8mms, (4.16ò). By the 23rd the river was at -3, as there was only 

13.1mms for the first 22 days of the month; the remaining 92.7mms 

between the 23rd and the end of the month. Many people locally were 

running extremely low on water for domestic use, as nearly all residents 

in the area would get their water off the hill. These drought conditions 

were reflected in the catches with just 3 landed. These were all off 

Finlough, Urs having the first on the 2nd of approx. 8lbs on a Collie Dog. 

Greg Moore had the second of 7lbs10ozs on the 6th, again on a Collie Dog 
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and finally William McBarnet had one from the Stream of 9lbs11ozs on 

the 30th on a Cascade.  

Conditions in June were much more favorable from an angling 

perspective, with rainfall amounting to 263.2mms, (10.36ò) and as a 

result catches picked up somewhat, with 17 landed. Luke Drea had the 

first 2 grilse of the year, on the 3rd and 4th, from the New Island and 

Horseshoe respectively, both just over 5lbs, taken on a Posh Tosh. On the 

5th Patrick Batten from England landed his first ever salmon of 7lbs15ozs 

off Finlough on a Sunrae. Brendan Wilson had one the following day, 

again off Finlough and also on a Sunrae. William Maire had a great fish of 

9lbs11ozs, again off Finlough on an Allie. Barry Farrell had a fish of 

approx. 4.5lbs on the 8th off the Whin Pool.  

Gavin OôReilly followed this up a few days later with his first ever salmon, 

a fish of 6lbs6ozs from the Stream on a Collie Dog. William Maire kept his 

good run going with two of approx. 4lbs from the Waterfall on a Silver 

Stoat and a Donegal Blue. Week 26 saw the return of a very experienced 

group and Nico was first off the mark with a fish of approx. 4.5lbs off 

Doolough on the 21st. The 

group had another 5 for 

the week, with Urs, Ralph, 

Nico, Yvonne and Werner 

all having grilse. Tomas 

Ryan finished off the 

month with a fish of 

6lbs12ozs from the Whin 

Pool. 
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July was our best month with 54 fish landed. Conditions for the most part 

were excellent. Rainfall amounted to 174mms, (6.85ò). Between the last 

two days of June and the first five in July there was 101.5mms which 

meant the system was well topped up; Doolough, in particular, and this 

water basically kept us going for the month.  

One interesting point to note is 

that average weight of our 1sw 

fish this year was the heaviest 

ever recorded here at 4.8lbs. The 

fishing really came alive the first 

5 days in July with 14 landed. 

There were 2 on the 1st, Eoin Kirk 

and a first ever for David 

Fitzgerald, a fish of approx. 4lbs 

off Doolough. David Tucker and 

Brendan Wilson had one each on 

the 2nd and then there was a lull 

for a few days till the 5th, when 

we had a fabulous flood, and the 

river went to 80 and there were 

10 landed.    Kevin Finegan had 2 of these and Terry Bradley 1, with the 

Drea party accounting for the rest, the pick of which being Jack Rogers 

two of 6lbs5ozs and 8lbs10ozs, both off Finlough. Week 28 produced 19 

fish, with the Drea party accounting for 11, the pick of which being 

Charlie Tottenhamôs of approx. 9.5lbs from the Whin Pool. Denis Bonnet 

had 3, Danny Irvine 2, James Hamilton Stubber and Toby Gibbons 1 each 

and Kamal Scarpello managed to land a fish on his last session. Week 29 

was slower with 7 landed, despite good conditions throughout. Tim 

Springham had 2 off the River on an Alistar. Father and son team, John 
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and David Murphy shared the spoils, with 1 each. Paul Hollinger and Tim 

Pendered also had 1 each and Michael OôSullivan managed to land his 

first ever salmon, a fish of 3lbs10ozs off Finlough on a Collie Dog.  

 Week 30 yielded 11, and once again Urs was to the fore with 5, all off 

Finlough, either from the Boat Point or the Stream. Nico, Colm Hackett, 

Robert Hardy, Denis Quill and Daniel Rosenbauer also had fish.  

Catch of the week was Max 

Hanssier from Germany who 

managed to land his first ever 

salmon, of approx. 5.5lbs, on 

a Thunder and Lightning whilst 

being eaten alive by clouds of 

midges. There were another 3 

fish to the end of the month, 

Brian Gray and Urs having 1 

each off Finlough and Paul McCarthy gets extra marks for having 1off 

Quarry Flats, a rarity indeed. Sea Trout were very encouraging for July 

with 175 landed, including a cracker of approx. 4.5lbs landed by Norbert 

Bannon on Doolough.  

August was slow with just 6 salmon landed. Having said that the weather 

played its part, with heavy rain till the 4th and then it became dry and 

temperatures, both air and water rose dramatically, and the river dropped 

to -5, and then on the 25th the rain returned. Total for the month was 

261.9mms, (10.31ò). There were 4 landed by the 7th, Urs and  

Daniel Rosenbauer having 1 each off Finlough on the 1st and Colin Lynam 

and Cormac Hartnett having 1 each off the river on the 5th and 7th 

respectively. When we got the rain at the end of the month Heinz and 
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Jurgen Geist had a fish each off 

the Turn Pool. We had 150 Sea 

Trout for the month, but the dry 

hot weather turned them off 

too. Even a group of 8 experts 

from Corrib spearheaded by 

John Somerville could only 

manage 3 for the day. In 

contrast when the weather 

changed, Dan OôDonovan and Denis Daly had 21 off Glencullin on the 29th 

up to 4lbs.  

September was the wettest month of 

the fishing season and the Calendar 

year so far with 362.1mms, 

(14.26ò). Fishing however was slow, 

as the salmon didnôt read the script, 

with only 7 landed for the month, 

surprisingly all off Finlough. Toby 

Gibbons had the first 2, on the 8th 

and the 12th. Leo Settele landed his 

first ever salmon on the 13th, of 

approx. 6lbs on a Delphi Collie. 

There were 2 on the 19th, Barry 

Farrell had one and Liam Dunne 

landing his first of the year. The last 

2 fish of the year were landed on the 30th by young Nina Langan, a 4th 

generation of the Heneghan family to fish here. Having said that her older 

brother was a bit put out by the fact that his younger sister had caught 

the fish!! Finally, local teenager Iarla Gavin from Lettereeragh landed the 
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last salmon of the season. Sea trout were patchy, with 139 landed, some 

days good and some bad. We almost had to invent another excuse as to 

why it varied so much, although as I often say to people, ñThatôs why itôs 

called fishing and not catchingò. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone, customers, shareholders and 

staff for all their help, co-operation and support throughout what 

was a difficult angling season. Our job is all the more enjoyable 

(most of the time) thanks to you. Also, if I have forgotten anyone in 

the stats, apologies, itôs not intentional.   

 

David Mc Evoy 

Delphi Fishery & Estate Manager 
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Salmon & Sea Trout Rod Catches 2016 - 2025 



 
ШƓŊЮШΝΟ 

 

7ĲƚƣШÂŸŸũƚШѼШ
ÑŸƓШ[ũŔĲƚШΞΜΞΡ 



 
ШƓŊЮШΝΠ 

 

7ĲƚƣШÉċũůŸŰШΞΜΞΡ 



 
ШƓŊЮШΝΡ 

 

ÑőĲШΝΜΜШ9ũƨĤШΞΜΞΡ 



 
ШƓŊЮШΝΣ 

 

ÑŸƓШÅŸĬƚШΞΜΞΡ 



 
ШƓŊЮШΝΤ 

 

ÅċŔŰŉċũũШΞΜΞΠШрШΞΜΞΡ 



 
ШƓŊЮШΝΥ 

  

[ŔƖƚƣШEƻĲƖШÉċũůŸŰШΞΜΞΡ 



 
ШƓŊЮШΝΦ 

 

Published by 

Delphi Fishery LTD 

Tawnyinlough, Leenaun, 

Co. Galway, H91 R5Y6 Ireland 

+353 95 42222 

info@delphilodge.ie 

 


